
H A R D W I C K 
L A N D  T A L K s  S E R I E S

31st August 2023
We Need to Talk About Livestock 

JA M E S  NOR M A N
Apparently, our organic, pasture-fed, suckler herd, quietly grazing with their 
calves on species-rich grasslands and ancient hay meadows, are destroying the 
planet.  Can it really be true?  Find out why “the science” isn’t really as scientif-
ic as you thought.

28th september
Stockfree Organic Farming - 

A Local Way to Address Global Challenges
I A I N  T OL H U R S T

How does Tolhurst Organic manage to produce food, feed the locals, create 
jobs, sequester carbon and improve biodiversity? By becoming a national hub 
for agroecological knowledge and skills, Tolhurst Organic is aiming to secure 
the culture of growing organic food and sharing the best experiences with the 
entire community. Tolly’s fascinating story of getting Back to Earth.

26th OCTOBER 2023
W hy  M a n a g e  Wo o d l a n d ?

B E N  M A N N I NG
Hardwick’s forester outlines the challenges facing our woodland, and makes 
the case for an innovative near-natural approach to management to secure 
their future.

30th NovemBER 2023
Hemp: The Challenges and Opportunities

T OM  &  J US T I N E ,  H E M P E N
Hemp has supposedly 20,000 known uses. Which are the most viable to bring 
to market in the UK now, what’s holding the industry back and what role is 
Hempen playing in shaping the landscape? Justine and Tom will discuss this 
and reflect on the first harvest since 2018 thanks to Tolly’s successful license 
application.

25th January 2024
Local Food Systems and the Model Farm

JOH N  T W Y F OR D
A just and local farming system must feed a community of people a healthy 
diet, on its share of available land, in an ecologically sustainable way that 
allows people, animals, plants and the landscape to flourish.  John Twyford, 
farm adviser, presents results of his own experience on biodynamic communi-
ty farms, as well as research into ethics, organic farming and nutrition, to show 
how this might be done and to highlight some challenges.

Hardwick is a hive of interested minds doing inter-
esting things. This autumn, come to the Packing 
Shed at The Tolhurst Organic Market Garden to 

hear from local experts about the fascinating com-
plexities about managing land, and how is relates 

to wider environmental concerns. There will be tea. 
There will be biscuits. Come join us!

730pm, Packing shed, the tolhurst organic market garden, rg8 7rb

Suggested donation towards the space and costs: £3
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